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OGC 68-0:57

2 Februasz - 19686

MEMORANDUM FOF: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: Seatutory Authorities of the Dirccteo of
{‘zntral Inteilizence

{. This memoransicm s for laformation.

Z. The Director of Central Intelligence was constliiied
as head of the Central Intelligence Agency by section 1C2{(a f
the National Security Act of 1947, as amended, and conseq ently
the functions of the Agency are the responsibility of the Di. cctor
of Central Intelligence.

3. The statute puta the Agency under the National ‘ecurity
Counecil and provides in section 102(d) that the duties of the :.3ency
are "For the purpose of ceordinating the intelligence activitios of the
several Goverament depirtments and agencies in the irter ¢t of
national security . . . uuder the direction of the Natioral *scurity
Counecil. ”

4. The over-all responsibility for the intelligence . :tivities
of the Goverament departments and agencies and for thair -Hordina-
tion iz set forth in subsections 122(d}(1) and {2). These ar: i:nplemented
by Natioaal Security Council Intelligence Directive No. ! a::« movre
particularly by the letter irom President Johnson to the Di-:ctor
of Central Intelligence of 2: September 1965,

5. The responsitility for producing National Estiz ates
and other {inished inteliizence relating to the national secu ity s
set forth in peragraph 102{(d)(3). te correlate and evaliate iatel-
iigence ralating to the natonal security, and provide for 2

appropriate dissemination of such intelligence within the
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Goverament . . . . Tals paragraph also provides, 'That ta
| Dixector af Ceatral Intelligence shall be responsible fo:
protecting intelligence suerces and mothods from unautior ::d
disclesyre.

6. The responsikility for the cenduct and coordinat ¢n of
espionage and coumterespionage is in subsections 102(d}{3) 4 (8},
"to parform, for the beanfit of the existing intelligence agr-ies,
such additional services 3f common concern &3 the Nationk' Tecurity
Council detererines caa Lz wore affictently aceamplished ¢ rerally:”
and “to parform such sthar functions and dwties related to ' -~tel-
ligence affecting the nativnal sscurity as the National Socu: oy
Council may from time tb time divect. ” (The congression: ! com-~
mittens at the time coasidered using the words “esplonnge nd

counteraspionags” tut dasnmed it unwise to do su.} This

rvesponsibility is lmplementsd by NSCID No. §.

7. Responaibility for covert action is not cleariy ¢ clled
out in the stagute but may be related in part to section 132(- ):3)
“$¢ perform such other fusrticns and duties rejated to inte'izence
affecting the national security as the Natlomal Security Tou il may
from tima to time direct. ” However, many covert action | tograms
have little relation ts intolligence, and I gave an opinfoa is 1749 to
the thea DCI that the Central Intelligence Agency Act of 19.7 jave
the Agency the enabling authorities necassary to condwt czvert
activities, provided we had appropriate direction Ifrom the “:ztional
Security Council or the President and the Congress provid- < funds
for the purpose. A restricted divective, NSC 10/1, wae is: ced by
President Truman in 1949, and this was followed in 1957 b
NSC 10/2, alao approved by President Truman, giviag a b: ;3d
chartor to the Agency for covert actioa directed agalan: th.
communist threat. This was restated under President ls :hrower
by NSC 5412, dated March 1955, and mers receatly by !inti =:al
Security Action Memorasds approved by Presidont Kenned 2nd
meore recently by Presidast Johneson, pssticularly NSA'4 ¥ 2,
As you know, the Congress has previded the funds reguire “or
these actions covertly after review by our Appropriaticas

Sebcomumittess.
|
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